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FROM THE EDITOR

Elemental

I t is now summer in Central  America, 
the rains have subsided for the most 
part ,  mangos and coconuts are in 

season.  Clouds of  f ine dust ar ise f rom 
the roads as the cars dr ive on them 
or at  the s l ightest  provocat ion f rom 
the wind.  And as I  walk through the 
sugarcane f ie lds,  wi tnessing the ear ly 
stages of  cane growth,  I  should not 
be amazed, but I  st i l l  am.  I ’m Amazed 
at  how nature turns the same clouds 
of  d i r t  that  are now pushing me to 
the br ink of  sneezing, the sun that is 
baking the exposed skin on my neck 
and arms and the moisture so deeply 
missed now by my throat,  into the ju icy, 
sugary and generous cane stalk.

Nature constant ly performs 
transformat ions such as these al l 
around us.   We simply get so used to 
them that we take them for granted or, 
even worse, never not ice them in the 
f i rst  p lace.

The Greek alchemical  e lements:  wind, 
f i re,  water and earth,  were thought to 
be the bui ld ing blocks of  everything in 
the universe and, to a great extent they 
t ru ly ARE involved in some stage of 
their  creat ion.   Rum’s t ransformat ions 
inside the aging barrel  are equal ly 
mesmeriz ing:  f rom the loss of  hydrogen 
atoms dur ing the creat ion of  a ldehydes 
to the format ion of  water molecules 
dur ing the ester i f icat ion process.  
Again,  I  should not be amazed ( i t  is , 
af ter  a l l ,  part  of  the basic organic 

Do you want to learn more about rum but don’t want 
to wait until the next issue of “Got Rum?”?  Then 
join the “Rum Lovers Unite!” group on LinkedIn for 
updates, previews, Q&A and exclusive material.

chemistry knowledge al l  engineer ing 
students learn in col lege),  yet  seeing 
the transformat ion take place in f ront 
of  me cont inues to capture my at tent ion 
and imaginat ion.

Sugar,  a lcohol ,  water and wood are, 
in their  own way, a smal ler  set  of 
a lchemical  e lements that  modern-day 
dist i l lers and blenders cont inue to 
use to t ransform the ordinary into the 
extraordinary.

Cheers,

Luis Ayala,  Editor and Publ isher
		  http://www.linkedin.com/in/rumconsultant
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My name is Paul  Senf t  -  Rum Reviewer,  Tast ing 
host ,  Judge and Wr i ter.   My explorat ion of  Rums 
began by learning to c raf t  T ik i  cock ta i ls for 
f r iends.  I  quick ly learned that not a l l  rums are 
created equal ly and that the uniqueness of  the 
spi r i t  can be as var ied as the locales they are 
f rom.  This inspi red me to t ravel  wi th my wi fe 
around the Car ibbean, Centra l  Amer ica,  and 
Uni ted States v is i t ing dist i l ler ies and learning 
about how each one creates thei r  rums.  I  have 
also had the p leasure of  learning f rom bar tenders, 
brand ambassadors,  and other enthusiasts f rom 
around the wor ld;  each one prov id ing thei r  own 
unique point  of  v iew, adding another chapter to 
the modern stor y of  rum.

The desi re to share th is informat ion led me to 
c reate w w w.RumJourney.com  where I  share 
my exper iences and rev iews in the hopes that I 
would inspi re others in thei r  own explorat ions.    
I t  is  my wish in the pages of  “Got Rum?” to be 
your host and prov ide you wi th my impressions of 
rums avai lab le in the wor ld market .   Hopeful ly my 
tast ing notes wi l l  inspi re you to t r y the rums and 
make your own opin ions.  The wor ld is fu l l  of  good 
rums and the journey is a lways best exper ienced 
wi th others.   Cheers!

THE A NGEL’S SH A RE
by Paul Senf t

C aribbean’s Finest Rum brand is 
dist i l led and bot t led in Puer to 
Plata,  Dominican Republic.  

They current ly have a l ine of  two aged 
rums and several  f lavored products 
distr ibuted in the United States.  

Their  Gran Reserva rum is created 
using a cont inuous column st i l l ,  and 
then aged in used Amer ican Oak 
Bourbon Barrels for  eight years.  
Af ter  aging, the rum is then blended 
to 40 abv.

Appearance/Presentat ion

The amber l iquid of  the rum has a 
dark amber color.   When I  swir led the 
l iquid,  a thin band formed around the 
glass that spun of f  fast  moving legs.  
The band thickened as i t  evaporated 
leaving behind a r ing of  beads.

Nose 

The aroma of  the rum is f i l led with 
hints of  oak,  smoke and caramelized 
vani l la.   Overal l  i t  comes of f  a bi t  f lat 
where you f ind yourself  struggl ing to 
detect  the components of  the aroma.

Palate

Sipping the rum reveals notes of 
sweet vani l la,  smoky oak, toasted 

Car ibbean’s Finest
Gran Reserva Rum
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a lmonds, caramel and baking spices, 
with a sol id bite of  alcohol.  

A hint  of  bi t ter  tobacco manifests 
along with a touch of  black pepper 
before the rum dr i f ts into a long dry 
f inish.

Review

The rum reminds me of  other spir i ts 
f rom the Dominican Republic.   I t  is  a 
tad sweeter than other eight year old 
rums I  have exper ienced.  

Current ly this product ’s avai labi l i t y 
is  l imited in the United States.



Got Rum?  Apri l  2017 -   8

THE A NGEL’S SH A RE
by Paul Senf t

J ohn Emerald Dist i l l ing Company 
is based in Opelika,  A labama. 
The f i rst  legal  spir i ts dist i l ler y to 

operate in the state since prohibit ion. 
This family owned craf t  dist i l ler y 
creates a l ine of  whiskey, gin,  rum 
and vodka.  

The products are each named af ter  a 
di f ferent family member.  The spiced 
rum is a blend of  rum from the 
Maur i t ius is lands and local ly grown 
ingredients.    

Appearance/Presentat ion

The 750 mL bot t le is secured with a 
wooden cap that holds a plast ic cork.  
The l iquid holds a shiny black copper 
color.   Swir l ing the l iquid i t  is  easy to 
spot bi ts of  spice suspended in the 
l iquid.  

The label  provides detai ls about the 
rum, i ts ingredients,  and that i t  is 
f rom Batch 4,  Bot t ler  JS.

Nose

The aroma of  the rum reveals hints 
of  orange peel,  sweet vani l la,  anise, 
nuts,  and subt le spice notes of 
al lspice,  c innamon, and nutmeg. 

John Emerald Gene’s 
Spice Flavored Rum

Palate

Sipping the rum del ivers a c innamon 
and orange entr y,  where the pecan 
f lavors creates an ear thy foundat ion.  
Addit ional  sips reveal  a sugary 
sweet dynamic that  is tamed by the 
spices detected in the aroma.  A l l 
of  this combines to create a l ight ly 
astr ingent f inish.  

Review

I  found this rum to be an interest ing 
entr y in the Amer ican Spiced rum 
market.   The pecan notes provide 
some notes that would have 
otherwise been provided by barrel 
aging. The f i rst  sip is interest ing 
as i t  takes a moment to dissect the 
swir l  of  f lavors.   Each sip revealed 
another detai l  unt i l  the puzzle of  this 
rum was completed.

I  understand this company’s other 
rum product is dist i l led on si te.   I  wi l l 
make sure to look for  i t  in the stores 
and hope to review i t  in a future 
issue.
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Would you l ike 
to see your rum 
reviewed here?

We don’t  charge 
fees to review 

rums, you don’t 
even have to 

adver t ise,  so what 
are you wait ing 

for???

For more 
information,  please 
send an email  to:

margaret@gotrum.com

Got Rum? Apri l  2017 -  9



Got Rum?  Apri l  2017 -   10

COOKING WITH RUM

Hello,  my name is Susan 
Whit ley,  I  am passionate 
about great foods and 
beverages.  I  love f inding 
rec ipes that incorporate 
my favor i te ingredients 
and shar ing the results 
with my f r iends and family.

Through this monthly 
column I  wi l l  do my best to 
inspire you to incorporate 
the spir it  of the tropics 
into your everyday 
cooking.

Sue@gotrum.com

by Chef Susan Whit ley

Rum
UNIVERSITY

TH
E TM

Filet Mignon with Orange, Mushroom and Rum Sauce

Ingredients:

2 Tbsp. Ol ive Oi l
1 Fi let  Mignon
1 Tbsp. Flour
Juice of  2 Oranges
2 Tbsp. Dark or Spiced Rum
1 Bay Leaf
½ lb.  Mushrooms, chopped
2 Tbsp. But ter
Salt  and Pepper to taste
Opt ional:  Spr ink le chopped up parsley

“ I f  you feel  a l l  damp and lonely l ike a 
mushroom, f ind the thick,  c reamy soup 

of  joy fulness and just  dive into i t  in 
order to make l i fe tast ier ” 

― Munia Khan 

Got Rum?TM
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Direct ions:

Melt  2 tablespoons of  but ter in a sauce pan and add the chopped 
mushrooms, cook for 5 minutes st i r r ing occasional ly.  Add the f lour and 
brown.  Add orange juice,  rum salt ,  pepper and bay leaf.   Cover and 
simmer unt i l  sauce becomes a thin creamy sauce.
Rub the f i let  mignon with the two tablespoons of  o l ive oi l  and black 
pepper.   Broi l  unt i l  only hal f  done, about 4 -5 minutes on each side. Place 
f i let  in the sauce and cont inue cooking unt i l  f i let  is  done to your l ik ing.  
Pour meat dr ippings into the sauce.  Serve meat and sauce separately. 
Opt ional:  spr ink le chopped parsley over meat and sauce.

Caramel and Rum Oranges
Ingredients:

2-3 Large Naval  Oranges, 
peeled and sl iced
¾ Cup Almonds, chopped and 
roasted in oven
1 Cup Dark or Spiced Rum

Direct ions:

Pour the cup of  rum in a bowl 
and add the chopped and 
roasted almonds in the rum.  
Leave almonds soaking in rum 
for about 20 minutes.   Pour 
Caramel Sauce (see rec ipe 
below) over peeled, s l iced 
oranges and then spr ink le the 
rum soaked almonds on top.

Ingredients for  Caramel:  

1 cup granulated sugar
¼ cup water
¼ cup of  dark or spiced rum.

Direct ions for  Caramel:  

Put the sugar into a hot sk i l let  (on high) and st i r.  St i r  unt i l  the sugar 
begins to lump and lower the heat.   When the sugar becomes smooth 
and c lear,  l ike syrup, then add the water and rum, maintain low heat.  
The mix ture wi l l  star t  to lump again.  Once mix ture reaches a syrupy 
(not too thick) consistency (do not al low syrup to burn or i t  wi l l  turn 
bi t ter),  remove f rom stove and mix ture is ready to pour immediately over 
oranges.

Got Rum? Apri l  2017 -  11
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Visit  www.gotrum.com, click on “shop”

May 29th -  30th,  2017
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V I  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R U M  C o n f e r e n c e

MADRID, SPAIN 2017
www.CongresoDelRon.com

May 29th -  30th,  2017

Sponsored By: DELTAGRUP
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THE RUM UNI VERSITY
www.RumUniversi t y.com
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IDEAS
THAT 

CHANGED

THE

RUM
WORLD
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THE RUM UNI VERSITY
www.RumUniversi t y.com

IDEAS
THAT 

CHANGED

THE

RUM
WORLD

Category: Production
Producing rum involves the movement of  a lot  of  l iquids,  such as
1.	 Molasses or cane juice,  f rom the presses to the fermentat ion tanks
2.	 Water needed to di lute molasses
3.	 Fermented wash from the fermenters to the st i l l
4.	 Dist i l late f rom the st i l l  to the hold tanks and
5.	 Spent wash from the st i l ls  to the oxidat ion ponds or t reatment tanks
These tasks would be highly inef f ic ient,  near ly impossible,  without the use of  pumps.

Got Rum?  Apri l  2017 -   16
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Idea: Pumps
Pumps are widely used, not only in the rum industr y,  but  in most facets of 
industr ia l  product ion or t ransformat ion.   In order to apprec iate them in their 
present form, we are present ing here a conc ise histor y of  their  evolut ion,  cour tesy 
of  www.wor ldpumps.com.

2000 BC egyptians invent the shadoof 
200 BC Ctesibius invents the reciprocating pump; Archimedean screw pump described (but not invented) by Archimedes 
1580 sliding vane pump invented by ramelli; serviere invents the gear pump 
1650 otto van guericke invents his piston vacuum pump 
1674 sir samuel morland patents the packed plunger pump 
1738 ural hydraulic machinery plant established 
1790 Plenty ltd established 
  Thomas simpson establishes his pump business in london hayward Tyler established 
1830 screw pump invented by revillion 
1834 sulzer Brothers founded 
1840 henry r worthington invents the first direct-acting steam pump 
1848 goulds Pumps founded 
1851 John gwynne patents his centrifugal pump improvements 
1853 Bornemann Pumpen founded 
1856 gilbert gilkes & gordon founded 
1857 roper Pump Company founded 
  Jacob edson invents the diaphragm pump and founds the edson Corporation 
1860 david Brown commences business as pattern maker 
  Allweiler founded 
  A.s. Cameron invents the first reciprocating steam pump 
1862 lawrence Pumps established; Philipp hilge founded 
1866 lederle founded 
  sigma lutin founded; stork Pumpen founded scanpump founded 
1871 KsB established; southern Cross established in Australia 
  george and James weir set up the partnership that forms the weir group 
1872 weise & monski, ochsner, Byron Jackson and wilo founded 
1873 g & J weir moves to glasgow 
1875 hodgkin and neuhaus, forerunner of sPP, founded 
1877 ritz Pumpenfabrik established 
1878 steimel founded; hodgkin and neuhaus becomes the Pulsometer engineering Company ltd 
1881 halberg maschinenbau founded 
1883 holden & Brooke founded 
  A w Chesterton founded 
1888 Kirloskar Brothers ltd founded 
1890 salmson starts making pumps in Paris; osna Pumpen established 
1893 uraca Pumpenfabrik founded 
1894 sero Pumpenfabrik founded 
  Peroni founded 
1896 KsB opens uK subsidiary; dia Pumpen founded 
1897 wirth founded 
  worthington Pump Company and Thomas simpson amalgamate to form worthington simpson ltd 
1901 Flygt's forerunner stenberg founded 
1903 rateau founded 
1905 leistritz Company established 
1906 stuart Turner ltd founded 
1907 mitsubishi heavy industries produces its first pump 
1909 Tristam Pumpen and Pumpen fabrik ernst vogel founded 
  ingersoll-rand enters the pump business by acquiring the Cameron steam Pumps works 
1910 gilbarco produces its first gasoline pump 
  dickow Pumpen and hitachi founded 
1911 Jens nielsen builds the first viking internal gear pump, founding the viking Pump Company 
1912 ebara Corporation founded; duriron (durco Pumps) founded 
1916 hazleton Pumps founded as Barrett haentjens and Co. 
  worthington Pump & machinery Corporation acquires worthington simpson ltd 
1917 John Crane founded; hydraulic institute established 
  louis Bergeron invented the concrete volute pump and founded Bergeron s.A. 
1918 scanpump and CCm sulzer founded 
1919 Torishima Pump mfg Co and Kawamoto Pump mfg established 
1920 Bombas itur, wernert Pumpen and sihi established 
1921 laBour founded 
1922 midland dairy machines founded 
1923 Peerless founded; Pacific Pumps founded 
1924 Jung Pumpen established; leistritz starts making screw pumps 
  rheinhuette starts pump production 
1926 Arai Pump mfg. Co. founded 
1927 industrial Filter and Pump mfg Co forerunner founded 
  edur Pumpenfabrik founded 
1928 girdlestone Pumps founded 
1929 heishin works, and houttuin founded 
  Pleuger pioneers the submersible turbine pump motor 
  stenberg and Flygt commence their cooperation 
1930 rené moineau receives a doctorate for his thesis which will lead to the invention of the progressing cavity pump 
  ensival starts selling centrifugal pumps 
  reda Pump Company founded 
1931 imo established by ingeström and montelius 
  vnii gidromash research and design organization founded in moscow 
1932 PCm founded; sarlin Pumps founded; Bran+luebbe founded  
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1919 Torishima Pump mfg Co and Kawamoto Pump mfg established 
1920 Bombas itur, wernert Pumpen and sihi established 
1921 laBour founded 
1922 midland dairy machines founded 
1923 Peerless founded; Pacific Pumps founded 
1924 Jung Pumpen established; leistritz starts making screw pumps 
  rheinhuette starts pump production 
1926 Arai Pump mfg. Co. founded 
1927 industrial Filter and Pump mfg Co forerunner founded 
  edur Pumpenfabrik founded 
1928 girdlestone Pumps founded 
1929 heishin works, and houttuin founded 
  Pleuger pioneers the submersible turbine pump motor 
  stenberg and Flygt commence their cooperation 
1930 rené moineau receives a doctorate for his thesis which will lead to the invention of the progressing cavity pump 
  ensival starts selling centrifugal pumps 
  reda Pump Company founded 
1931 imo established by ingeström and montelius 
  vnii gidromash research and design organization founded in moscow 
1932 PCm founded; sarlin Pumps founded; Bran+luebbe founded  
1933 Bush pump invented; gormann-rupp established 
1936 robbins & myers acquires north American license for the moineau progressing cavity pump 
  mono Pumps ltd formed to manufacture and distribute moineau's pump design in the uK 
1937 sigmund Pumps ltd (gB) established 
1938 ebsray and warman international founded  
1940 grindex founded; dresser acquires Pacific Pumps 
1941 British Pump manufacturers Association founded 
  smedegaard Pumps founded 
1944 Franklin electric founded 
1945 grundfos Pumps, Caprari and Flexibox founded 
1946 Cornell Pumps, Klaus union, Totton Pumps founded 
1947 hmd seal/less Pumps established; hyundai founded 
1948 Abel Pumps launched; mast Pumpen founded 
  stenberg Flygt AB designs the first submersible drainage pump; varisco starts pump production 
1949 hmd supplies its first production magnet-drive pump 
1950 Batescrew estabiished; delasco founded 
1951 saer elettropompe, Tsurumi, netzsch mohno pumpen founded 
1952 lewa and rovatti founded 
1953 nikkiso established 
1954 orlita and sta-rite founded 
  Bell & gossett opens its little red schoolhouse training facility 
1955 wilden and dmw Corporation established 
  Borg-warner acquires Byron Jackson 
1956 

Flygt introduces the submersible sewage pump 

    
1957 richter Chemie-Technik founded 
  Centrilift founded 
1958 heishin works becomes heishin Pump works Co ltd 
  ssP Pumps founded 
1959 world Pumps is launched as Pumping 
  ABs and Calpeda founded 
1960 david Brown Pumps division formed 
  europump established 
1961 ingersoll-rand acquires the Aldrich Pump Company 
  Pulsometer engineering joins the Booker mcConnel group, which had already acquired sigmund Pumps 
1962 Acromet commences operations 
1964 First edition of the Pumping manual published 
1965 nigo's Pumps incorporated in india; warren rupp founded 
  sulzer acquires majority interest in weise & monski 
  Pumping becomes Pumps, Pompes, Pumpen 
1966 Crisafulli Pump Company founded; iTT acquires Jabsco 
1967 scienco founded 
1968 Johnson Pump international founded 
  iTT Corporation acquires Flygt 
1969 weir acquires harland engineering; worthington acquires worthington-simpson 
1970 Alma Pompe founded; weir buys drysdale; ingersoll-rand buys sigmund Pumps ltd (gB) in gateshead, uK 
1971 sihi takes over halberg; gévelot group acquires delasco 
  Turbosan founded 
  seepex seeberger founded 
1973 Crest Pumps ltd founded 
1976 worthington acquires sier-Bath Pump division from gilbarco 
1977 ingersoll-rand buys western land roller irrigation Pumps 
  sterling Fluid systems (TBg) buys Peerless Pump 
1978 Thompsons acquires the pump manufacturing operations of Kelly & lewis to form Thompsons, Kelly & lewis 
1979 Totton Pumps bought by wolseley plc 
  sPP acquires godiva Fire Pumps 
1981 red Jacket and hydromatic merge to form marley Pump 
  sterling Fluid systems takes a half share in sihi 
1982 Pumps, Pompes, Pumpen is relaunched as world Pumps magazine 
  Biwater acquires wallwin Pumps 
  sPP is subject to a management buy-out 
1984 First Texas A&m Pump users symposium 
  sihi buys the canned motor programme of Bran+luebbe 
1985 dresser industries acquires worthington Pumps 
  KsB acquires Pompes guinard; scanpump acquires Pumpex 
  sihi buys the pump programme of mAn 
  Pentair acquires Fe myers; goulds 
  Pumps acquires lowara 
  sPP acquires henry sykes plc 
1987 Bedford Pumps launched; Bw/iP formed by management buy-out of Borg-warner's industrial Products subsidiary 
  weir buys mather and Platt machinery; sihi France buys schabaver; dresser acquires Pleuger Pumps 
1988 KsB acquires a majority stake in georgia iron works 
  scanpump acquires Pompes lefi; idex Corporation founded 
  weir buys the large pumps business of wh Allen & gwynnes from nei; Bw/iP acquires united Centrifugal Pumps 
  Braithwaite acquires sPP and sells off godiva Fire Pumps 
1989 elsevier acquires world Pumps; scanpump acquires ABs; Pearce Pump supply founded 
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1933 Bush pump invented; gormann-rupp established 
1936 robbins & myers acquires north American license for the moineau progressing cavity pump 
  mono Pumps ltd formed to manufacture and distribute moineau's pump design in the uK 
1937 sigmund Pumps ltd (gB) established 
1938 ebsray and warman international founded  
1940 grindex founded; dresser acquires Pacific Pumps 
1941 British Pump manufacturers Association founded 
  smedegaard Pumps founded 
1944 Franklin electric founded 
1945 grundfos Pumps, Caprari and Flexibox founded 
1946 Cornell Pumps, Klaus union, Totton Pumps founded 
1947 hmd seal/less Pumps established; hyundai founded 
1948 Abel Pumps launched; mast Pumpen founded 
  stenberg Flygt AB designs the first submersible drainage pump; varisco starts pump production 
1949 hmd supplies its first production magnet-drive pump 
1950 Batescrew estabiished; delasco founded 
1951 saer elettropompe, Tsurumi, netzsch mohno pumpen founded 
1952 lewa and rovatti founded 
1953 nikkiso established 
1954 orlita and sta-rite founded 
  Bell & gossett opens its little red schoolhouse training facility 
1955 wilden and dmw Corporation established 
  Borg-warner acquires Byron Jackson 
1956 

Flygt introduces the submersible sewage pump 

    
1957 richter Chemie-Technik founded 
  Centrilift founded 
1958 heishin works becomes heishin Pump works Co ltd 
  ssP Pumps founded 
1959 world Pumps is launched as Pumping 
  ABs and Calpeda founded 
1960 david Brown Pumps division formed 
  europump established 
1961 ingersoll-rand acquires the Aldrich Pump Company 
  Pulsometer engineering joins the Booker mcConnel group, which had already acquired sigmund Pumps 
1962 Acromet commences operations 
1964 First edition of the Pumping manual published 
1965 nigo's Pumps incorporated in india; warren rupp founded 
  sulzer acquires majority interest in weise & monski 
  Pumping becomes Pumps, Pompes, Pumpen 
1966 Crisafulli Pump Company founded; iTT acquires Jabsco 
1967 scienco founded 
1968 Johnson Pump international founded 
  iTT Corporation acquires Flygt 
1969 weir acquires harland engineering; worthington acquires worthington-simpson 
1970 Alma Pompe founded; weir buys drysdale; ingersoll-rand buys sigmund Pumps ltd (gB) in gateshead, uK 
1971 sihi takes over halberg; gévelot group acquires delasco 
  Turbosan founded 
  seepex seeberger founded 
1973 Crest Pumps ltd founded 
1976 worthington acquires sier-Bath Pump division from gilbarco 
1977 ingersoll-rand buys western land roller irrigation Pumps 
  sterling Fluid systems (TBg) buys Peerless Pump 
1978 Thompsons acquires the pump manufacturing operations of Kelly & lewis to form Thompsons, Kelly & lewis 
1979 Totton Pumps bought by wolseley plc 
  sPP acquires godiva Fire Pumps 
1981 red Jacket and hydromatic merge to form marley Pump 
  sterling Fluid systems takes a half share in sihi 
1982 Pumps, Pompes, Pumpen is relaunched as world Pumps magazine 
  Biwater acquires wallwin Pumps 
  sPP is subject to a management buy-out 
1984 First Texas A&m Pump users symposium 
  sihi buys the canned motor programme of Bran+luebbe 
1985 dresser industries acquires worthington Pumps 
  KsB acquires Pompes guinard; scanpump acquires Pumpex 
  sihi buys the pump programme of mAn 
  Pentair acquires Fe myers; goulds 
  Pumps acquires lowara 
  sPP acquires henry sykes plc 
1987 Bedford Pumps launched; Bw/iP formed by management buy-out of Borg-warner's industrial Products subsidiary 
  weir buys mather and Platt machinery; sihi France buys schabaver; dresser acquires Pleuger Pumps 
1988 KsB acquires a majority stake in georgia iron works 
  scanpump acquires Pompes lefi; idex Corporation founded 
  weir buys the large pumps business of wh Allen & gwynnes from nei; Bw/iP acquires united Centrifugal Pumps 
  Braithwaite acquires sPP and sells off godiva Fire Pumps 
1989 elsevier acquires world Pumps; scanpump acquires ABs; Pearce Pump supply founded 
  TBg acquires sPP ltd as part of sterling Fluid systems 
  dresser industries acquires mono Pumps ltd; ingersoll-rand acquires scienco ltd 
  watson-marlow bought by spirax-sarco 
1991 idex acquires Corken; Baker hughes acquires geho 
1992 ingersoll-rand and dresser industries merge their pump businesses to form ingersoll dresser Pumps (idP) 
  warman acquires girdlestone Pumps 
  idex acquires Pulsafeeder and Johnson Pump (uK) ltd 
  weir buys Floway; Bw/iP buys ACeC 
  ebara establishes state-of-the-art manufacturing plant in italy 
1993 united dominion acquires marley Pump 
  vogel acquires ochsner 
  sterling Fluid systems acquires laBour 
1994 weir acquires enviroTech Pumpsys tems 
  warman acquires Barrett haentjens 
  idex acquires hale Products; 
  goulds acquires vogel 
  iTT buys richter Chemie-Technik 
  sundstrand acquires hmd seal/less Pumps 
1995 idex acquires micropump; Bw/iP acquires the wilson-snyder centrifugal pump business from national oilwell 
  durametallic acquires Pacseal and then is bought by duriron 
1996 hayward Tyler sold by sterling Fluid systems, which buys the remaining half share in sihi; grundfos acquires interdab 
  Pump industry Analyst launched 
  Bw/iP acquires stork Pumps' engineered pumps business 
  Johnson Pumps international acquires the modular pumps business 
  durco and Bw/iP merge to form Flowserve Corp. 
  iTT industries acquires goulds 
  idex acquires Blagdon Pumps 
  Textron acquires maag Pump systems 
  spirax-sarco acquires Bredel 
  Pentair acquires general signal's Pump group 
  Constellation Capital acquires imo 
  david Brown acquires union Pump Company 
  gilbert gilkes & gordon buys wallwin Pumps from Biwater 
  Textron buys david Brown union Pumps 
  Constellation Capital buys Allweiler; glynwed acquires Friatec; sundstrand acquires Ansimag and masco; weir buys 

schabaver 
1999 hayward Tyler acquires APv industrial Pumps 
  ebara acquires Cryostar cryogenic pumps 
  howard Anderson buys Pullen Pumps 
  sterling Fluid systems acquires QvF engineering (germany) 
  united Technologies Corp acquires sundstrand 
  Textron buys KsB Annecy (France) 
  weir group acquires warman international (including girdle stone Pumps) 
  united dominion industries acquires Bran+luebbe; ensival merges with moret 
2000 Flowserve acquires idP 
  ABs acquires Ch&e Pumps (usA) 
  Cat Pumps (uK) buys ram Pumps 
  grundfos acquires myson and sarlin Pumps 
  sulzer acquires Ahlstrom Pumps 
  watson-marlow Bredel acquires Alitea (sweden) 
  roper acquires Abel; Blackmer buys Chesterton's system one pumps 
  sulzer (temporarily) decides to leave the pump business; sundyne acquires Caster (italy) 
2001 sPX acquires united dominion industries 
  godwin Pumps of America acquires godwin Pumps (uK) 
  lightnin (of sPX) acquires Plenty group 
  metso acquires svedala; idex acquires versa-matic 
2002 gorman-rupp acquires American machine and Tool 
  grundfos takes controlling interest in Chung suk (Korea) 
  iTT acquires svedala robot (holland) 
  idex acquires wrightech (usA) 
2003 national oilwell acquires mono and Corlac (Canada) 
  wilo acquires emu 
  weir engineering services acquires Allen gwynnes pump business 
  Kirloskar acquires sPP Pumps; KsB acquires controlling share in Bombas itur (spain) 
2004 howden pumps merge with orbit in south Africa; Flowserve acquire Thompsons, Kelly & lewis; Armstrong Pumps buy 

holden Brooke Pullen, Baric and rmi 
  grundfos take control of Philipp hilge 
  dover resources acquire Almatec 
2005 grundfos takes over Tesla (italian submersible motor maker) 
  national oilwell merges with varco international 
  interpump acquires hammelmann 
  weir acquires Pompe gabbioneta (italy) 
  wilo acquires majority holding in mather & Platt Pumps and Fire systems (india) 
  grundfos acquires Brisan Turbo (south Africa) 
2006 sPX acquires Johnson Pump 
  Franklin electric acquires little giant Pump 
  united Components acquire AsC industries (usA) 
  wilo acquires Circulating Pumps (uK) 
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  TBg acquires sPP ltd as part of sterling Fluid systems 
  dresser industries acquires mono Pumps ltd; ingersoll-rand acquires scienco ltd 
  watson-marlow bought by spirax-sarco 
1991 idex acquires Corken; Baker hughes acquires geho 
1992 ingersoll-rand and dresser industries merge their pump businesses to form ingersoll dresser Pumps (idP) 
  warman acquires girdlestone Pumps 
  idex acquires Pulsafeeder and Johnson Pump (uK) ltd 
  weir buys Floway; Bw/iP buys ACeC 
  ebara establishes state-of-the-art manufacturing plant in italy 
1993 united dominion acquires marley Pump 
  vogel acquires ochsner 
  sterling Fluid systems acquires laBour 
1994 weir acquires enviroTech Pumpsys tems 
  warman acquires Barrett haentjens 
  idex acquires hale Products; 
  goulds acquires vogel 
  iTT buys richter Chemie-Technik 
  sundstrand acquires hmd seal/less Pumps 
1995 idex acquires micropump; Bw/iP acquires the wilson-snyder centrifugal pump business from national oilwell 
  durametallic acquires Pacseal and then is bought by duriron 
1996 hayward Tyler sold by sterling Fluid systems, which buys the remaining half share in sihi; grundfos acquires interdab 
  Pump industry Analyst launched 
  Bw/iP acquires stork Pumps' engineered pumps business 
  Johnson Pumps international acquires the modular pumps business 
  durco and Bw/iP merge to form Flowserve Corp. 
  iTT industries acquires goulds 
  idex acquires Blagdon Pumps 
  Textron acquires maag Pump systems 
  spirax-sarco acquires Bredel 
  Pentair acquires general signal's Pump group 
  Constellation Capital acquires imo 
  david Brown acquires union Pump Company 
  gilbert gilkes & gordon buys wallwin Pumps from Biwater 
  Textron buys david Brown union Pumps 
  Constellation Capital buys Allweiler; glynwed acquires Friatec; sundstrand acquires Ansimag and masco; weir buys 

schabaver 
1999 hayward Tyler acquires APv industrial Pumps 
  ebara acquires Cryostar cryogenic pumps 
  howard Anderson buys Pullen Pumps 
  sterling Fluid systems acquires QvF engineering (germany) 
  united Technologies Corp acquires sundstrand 
  Textron buys KsB Annecy (France) 
  weir group acquires warman international (including girdle stone Pumps) 
  united dominion industries acquires Bran+luebbe; ensival merges with moret 
2000 Flowserve acquires idP 
  ABs acquires Ch&e Pumps (usA) 
  Cat Pumps (uK) buys ram Pumps 
  grundfos acquires myson and sarlin Pumps 
  sulzer acquires Ahlstrom Pumps 
  watson-marlow Bredel acquires Alitea (sweden) 
  roper acquires Abel; Blackmer buys Chesterton's system one pumps 
  sulzer (temporarily) decides to leave the pump business; sundyne acquires Caster (italy) 
2001 sPX acquires united dominion industries 
  godwin Pumps of America acquires godwin Pumps (uK) 
  lightnin (of sPX) acquires Plenty group 
  metso acquires svedala; idex acquires versa-matic 
2002 gorman-rupp acquires American machine and Tool 
  grundfos takes controlling interest in Chung suk (Korea) 
  iTT acquires svedala robot (holland) 
  idex acquires wrightech (usA) 
2003 national oilwell acquires mono and Corlac (Canada) 
  wilo acquires emu 
  weir engineering services acquires Allen gwynnes pump business 
  Kirloskar acquires sPP Pumps; KsB acquires controlling share in Bombas itur (spain) 
2004 howden pumps merge with orbit in south Africa; Flowserve acquire Thompsons, Kelly & lewis; Armstrong Pumps buy 

holden Brooke Pullen, Baric and rmi 
  grundfos take control of Philipp hilge 
  dover resources acquire Almatec 
2005 grundfos takes over Tesla (italian submersible motor maker) 
  national oilwell merges with varco international 
  interpump acquires hammelmann 
  weir acquires Pompe gabbioneta (italy) 
  wilo acquires majority holding in mather & Platt Pumps and Fire systems (india) 
  grundfos acquires Brisan Turbo (south Africa) 
2006 sPX acquires Johnson Pump 
  Franklin electric acquires little giant Pump 
  united Components acquire AsC industries (usA) 
  wilo acquires Circulating Pumps (uK) 
  south Bank uK acquires hayward Tyler group 
  sulzer Pumps sells Paco to grundfos 
  Pentair acquires Jung Pumpen (germany) 
  lowara buys mercury submersible motors (italy) 
2007 sulzer's proposed acquisition of weir Pumps falls through 
  Clyde Pumps (part of Clyde Blowers) acquires weir Pumps 
  sPX acquires APv 
  grundfos acquires Peerless Pump 
  wilden Pump acquires griswold Pump 
  Franklin electric acquires monarch industries pump division (usA) 
  weir group acquires multifl o Australia and sPm Flow Control (usA). 
2008 weir group acquires Ch warman Pump group 
  Franklin electric acquires industrias schneider (Brazil) 
  Flowserve complete acquisition of niigata worthington (Japan) 
  dover Corporation acquires neptune Chemical Pump to join its Pump solutions group (wilden, Blackmer, griswold, 

Almatec) 
  weir group acquires mesa manufacturing (usA) 
  hamilton sunstrand acquires marelli Pumps (spain) 
  Clyde Blowers acquires Textron Fluid and Power division (including maag Pump systems and union Pumps) 
  ideX acquires richter 
  Chemie-Technik. 
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As you can see, moving l iquids has been a chal lenge for humanity s ince the 
beginning of  t ime.  Many inventors devoted great ef for t  to design and improve 
pumps that would be both ef f ic ient  and af fordable.

Modern l i fe as we know i t  would not be possible without the pump: f rom the 
dr ink ing water that  magical ly shows up every t ime you turn the nob on the 
faucet,  to the gasol ine stat ions that keep our vehic les fueled and going.
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making your own

Cinnamon 
Coffee Rum

Liqueur

THE RUM UNI VERSITY  l ABOR ATORY
www.RumUniversi t y.com

Ingredients:

•	 2 1/2 Cups Water,  Div ided
•	 6 Tbs Heavy Roasted Cof fee, Coarsely 

Ground
•	 3 Cups Sugar
•	 2 Cinnamon St icks
•	 1 tsp Pure Vani l la Ex tract
•	 2 1/2 Cups Light Rum at 40% ABV 

(80 -Proof )
•	 1 Cup Heavy (Pot St i l led) Rum, preferably 

aged

Direct ions:

Combine the 1 1/2 cups of  hot  water and 
the cof fee to make a st rong brew, remove 
the cof fee grounds (French Press or mesh 
f i l ter)  and set i t  aside.  Combine remaining 
cup of  water and the whi te sugar in a medium 
saucepan, st i r r ing unt i l  a l l  the sugar has 
dissolved.  Br ing the mix ture to a boi l  over 
medium heat .   Remove f rom the heat and 
al low i t  to cool.

Add the vani l la and cof fee to the s imple 
syrup, t ransfer to a 2-quar t  container and add 
the l ight  and heavy rums, p lace the c innamon 
st icks inside. Cover the container and let  i t 
rest  in a dark,  cool  p lace for 4 - 6 weeks.
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Did you know that . . .
One study found just  hal f  a teaspoon of  c innamon 
per day can s igni f icant ly reduce blood sugar levels, 
t r ig lycer ides,  LDL cholestero l,  and total  cholestero l 
levels in people wi th t ype 2 diabetes.  But for  those who 
don’ t  have to wor r y so ser iously about insul in levels, 
c innamon has also been shown to have many other 
benef i ts:

Cinnamon can s low the speed at  which the stomach 
empt ies fo l lowing a meal,  which can help contro l  sharp 
r ises and fa l ls in b lood sugar levels.  Sof tening these 
sugar spikes can theoret ical ly reduce cravings.

Cinnamon can enhance the way ant iox idants f rom other 
foods help the body defend i tse l f,  st rengthening the 
immune system.

Source: ht tp: //great is t .com/heal th /
t r y- c innamon-your- cof fee - instead- c ream-and-sugar
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THE MUSE OF M I XOLOGY
by Cr is Dehlavi

My name is Cr is Dehlavi  and I  am a nat ive 
of  Ar izona, but have l ived in Columbus, Ohio 
for  the past 13 years wi th my daughter,  Desi.  
I  have been running the bar program at “M”, 
of  the Cameron Mitchel l  Restaurant group 
s ince 2005.  I  am cur rent ly the President of 
Columbus USBG as wel l  as a consul tant  for 
bars and restaurants nat ional ly.  

In 2013, I  at tended the r igorous B.A .R. 5 
Day Spir i ts Cer t i f icat ion and have been 
recognized as one of  the top mixologists in 
the U.S.A .  I  am one of  the senior managers 
of  the prest ig ious apprent ice program at 
Tales of  the Cock tai l  and work as a mentor 
to many bar tenders around Ohio.

My contr ibut ion to Got Rum ? magazine wi l l 
inc lude every thing f rom reviews of  nat ional 
cock tai l  events,  ar t ic les on mixology, garnish 
t rends, rec ipes and techniques, to inter v iews 
wi th some of the leading bar tenders in the 
industr y. 
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The Jungle Bird

The Tik i  Craze, as i t  has been cal led, 
star ted back in 1934 when Don The 
Beachcomber opened in Hol lywood.  I t 
was a Polynesian themed restaurant and 
featured exot ic rum cock tai ls and cuis ine, 
wi th over the top décor l ike torches, grass 
huts,  f lower le is,  and of  course gir ls in 
grass sk ir ts.    This cont inued wi th V ic tor 
Bergeron (aka Trader V ic)  opening a s imi lar 
concept 3 years later,  which became a chain 
of  T ik i  themed bar restaurants.  

T ik i  cock tai ls tend to be sweet ,  wi th t ropical 
f rui t  ju ices and syrups—and for me that 
can be a l i t t le much unless I  am ly ing on 
a beach under a hot sun.   The Jungle 
Bird,  however,  has the addi t ion of  Campar i 
and dark,  r ich rum, which rounds out the 
sweetness and therefore is a favor i te 
amongst bar tenders.

The Jungle Bird,  l ike most T ik i  dr inks,  has 
histor y behind i ts creat ion.   I t  was or ig inal ly 
created in1978, at  the Aviar y bar at  the 
Hi l ton Hotel  in Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia.   I t 
was ser ved as a welcome dr ink in a bird 
shaped ceramic glass,  wi th a beaut i fu l 
p ineapple leaf  garnish.   
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I t  has been wr i t ten about in a number 
of  books, inc luding Beachbum Berr y 
Remixed and Smuggler ’s Cove. 

What I  love about th is dr ink is i ts 
complexi t y.   B lackstrap rum is so r ich 
and f lavor ful  on i ts own—then the 
bi t ter  Campar i  is  a welcome addi t ion 
to the sweetness of  p ineapple ju ice 
and s imple syrup.  Finished wi th a 
l i t t le l ime juice i t  is  in my opinion the 
per fect  cock tai l .   Sweet ,  tar t ,  b i t ter 
and -of  course - boozy. 

Jungle Bird
1.5 oz Black Strap Rum 

.75 oz Campar i
.5 oz Fresh Lime Juice

.5 oz Simple Syrup
1.5 oz Pineapple Juice

There are di f fer ing opinions on how 
to bui ld th is cock tai l—they al l  work, 
and al l  produce a s l ight ly di f ferent 
end resul t .   One common way is to 
“swizzle” which is a fancy way to mix 
and st i r  wi th a swizzle st ick.  

Another way is to bui ld al l  of  th is 
over ice and shake i t ,  which wi l l  g ive 
you a nice f roth f rom the pineapple 
ju ice (th is is my favor i te way).   The 
3rd var iat ion is to put i t  into a 
b lender and just  do a quick f lash 
blend.  

And f inal ly,  many bar tenders bel ieve 
this cock tai l  should be ser ved over 
crushed ice.   This wi l l  quick ly di lute 
the dr ink which I  personal ly don’ t  l ike 
because I  WANT to taste al l  of  the 
ingredients.  

Regardless of  how you mix i t , 
you wi l l  want to put i t  into an o ld 
fashioned sty le g lass (unless you 
have an amazing t ik i  mug!)  and 
garnish i t  wi th p ineapple leaves, a 
chunk of  p ineapple,  and a beaut i fu l 
f lower i f  avai lable. 
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THE RUM UNI VERSITY  librar  y

Rum
UNIVERSITY

TH
E ®

Welcome to The Rum Univers i t y L ibrar y.   In 
addi t ion to the mater ia l  found on our of f ic ia l 
websi te,  we also per iodical ly publ ish on “Got 
Rum?” rev iews of  books on topics inc luding 
fermentat ion,  d ist i l lat ion,  aging, mixo logy 

and many more.  You can also f ind addi t ional 
valuable mater ia l  at 

w w w.RumBook.com

www.RumUniversi t y.com

The Rum University
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The Taste Culture Reader: Experiencing Food and Drink
(Publ isher ’s Review) From Eve’s 
apple to Proust ’s madeleine to 
today ’s cul inary tour ism, food looms 
large in culture.  Debates about 
health and nutr i t ion are common 
in news repor ts.  Yet despite i ts 
fundamental  re lat ionship to food, 
taste is myster iously absent f rom 
most of  these discussions. The f lavors 
of  foods permeate social  re lat ions, 
re l ig ious and other occasions. 
Charged with memory,  emot ion, desire 
and aversion, taste is arguably the 
most evocat ive of  the senses. The 
Taste Culture Reader explores the 
sensuous dimensions of  eat ing and 
dr ink ing, f rom the physiology of  the 
tongue to the embodiment of  soc ial 
ident i t ies and enactment of  ceremonial 
meanings. This book wi l l  interest 
anyone seeking to understand more 
ful ly the impor tance of  food and f lavor 
in human exper ience.

“A t imely and valuable resource 
on the wide- ranging topic of  taste 
across the disc ipl ines,  f rom biology to 
soc iology to gastronomic l i terature and 
phi losophy, by pathbreaking wr i ters 
in these f ie lds.”  ―Denise Gigante, 
Stanford Univers i ty

“A r ich range of  disc ipl inary perspect ives,  both western and nonwestern,  that 
engages taste as at  once innate and profoundly cultural.”  ―Jenni fer Fisher,  York 
Univers i ty,  Toronto

ISBN-13: 978 -1845200619

Cheers!

Margaret  Ayala,  Publ isher
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Marco Pier ini  -  Rum Histor ian

M y name is Marco Pier in i ,  I  was born 
in 1954 in a l i t t le town in Tuscany 
(I ta ly)  where a st i l l  l ive.   I  got  a 

degree in Phi losophy in Florence and I 
studied Pol i t ical  Sc ience in Madr id,  but 
my real  passion has always been Histor y. 
And through Histor y I  have always t r ied to 
know the wor ld,  and men. Li fe brought me 
to work in tour ism, event organizat ion and 
vocat ional  t ra in ing. Then I  d iscovered rum. 
With Francesco Ruf in i ,  I  founded La Casa 
del  Rum (The House of  Rum), that  runs 
a beach bar and selec ts and dist r ibutes 
Premium Rums in I ta ly, 
w w w.lacasadelrum.i t .

And f inal ly I  have returned back to my in i t ia l 
passion: Histor y.  But now i t  is  the Histor y 
of  Rum. Because Rum is not only a great 
dist i l late,  i t ’s  a wor ld.  Produced in scores 
of  countr ies,  by thousands of  companies, 
wi th an ex t raordinar y var iety of  aromas and 
f lavors;  i t  has a ter r ib le and fasc inat ing 
histor y,  made of  s laves and pi rates,  imper ia l 
f leets and revolut ions. 

A l l  th is I  t r y to cover in th is co lumn, in my 
FB prof i le,  w w w.facebook /marco.pier ini .3 
and in my ar t ic les on the I ta l ian webpage 
w w w.bar tender. i t .

A MERI CA N RUM 18:
THE ROYA L N AV Y AGAINST 

A MERI CA  
The 21 ships of  the Nor th Amer ican 
Squadron lef t  England late in the summer of 
1763. Their  ar r ival  and purpose for coming 
was wel l  publ ic ized in the colonial  press, 
causing great concern in the colonies:  “The 
publ icat ion of  orders for  the st r ic t  execut ion 
of  the Molasses Act has caused a greater 
a larm in th is Countr y than the tak ing of  For t 
Wi l l iam Henry did in 1657” wrote Franc is 
Bernard,  Governor of  Massachuset ts.

Br i ta in needed t roops and ships to contro l 
the Indians, to defend the new vast ter r i tor ies 
and to deter France, and t roops and ships 
cost  money, a lot  of  i t .  Amer ican colonists 
were the f i rst  benef ic iar ies of  these mi l i tar y 
expendi tures and the Br i t ish Par l iament 
thought they should share the burden. By 
far,  the greatest  f inanc ial  problem of Br i t ish 
revenue in Amer ica was the poor return f rom 
the Molasses Act of  1733. Par l iament and 
successive Br i t ish Governments tack led the 
problem head on, by dec iding to enforce 
col lec t ion of  the s ixpenny duty on foreign 
molasses af ter  30 years of  ex t remely lax 
implementat ion.  Dur ing 1763 new laws 

THE RUM H ISTORI AN
by Marco Pier in i
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and rules were passed to make smuggl ing 
more di f f icul t .  For example,  an Act stated 
that ships of  less than f i f t y tons found 
‘ lo i ter ing’  wi th in two leagues of  the coast 
wi thout making for por t  could be seized as 
smugglers.  The act  a lso prohibi ted ships 
of  less than f i f t y tons ( later raised to one 
hundred tons) f rom impor t ing cer tain easi ly 
smuggled goods (foreign brandy, rum, 
spir i ts,  tea and tobacco) into the colonies.

But the most impor tant dec is ion,  the one 
most f raught wi th consequences, was to 
charge the Royal  Navy wi th enforc ing the 
t rade and revenue laws. I t  entrusted a 
mi l i tar y corps wi th the task of  fac ing not the 

armed forces of  an enemy countr y at  war, 
but  of  repressing c iv i l ians in peacet ime, 
something al ien to Br i t ish Const i tut ional 
t radi t ion.  To make things worse, the 
re lat ions between the Navy and the Customs 
were not c lear ly def ined, thus paving the 
way for unpleasant ,  damaging quar re l ing 
about how to share out the proceeds of 
the seizures.  Tradi t ional ly,  in war t ime the 
seizures of  foreign ships made by the Royal 
Navy were shared equal ly between the k ing 
and the of f icers and the men of  the seiz ing 
ship,  whereas in Amer ica the (few) ships 
seized and conf iscated for smuggl ing by 
the Customs of f ic ia ls had always had their 
proceeds div ided into three par ts:  one thi rd 

A Br i t ish “Ship of  the L ine,”  a massive c lass of  war vesse l  f i r s t  const ruc ted in the late 16th centur y and on into 
the mid 19 th centur y.  Thei r  name is der ived f rom the bat t le s t rategy of  a f leet  forming a s ing le l ine of  the i r 
heav iest  sh ips us ing the i r  combined broadside guns at  the i r  enemy. Vessels var ied in s ize f rom two - decked 

f i f t y - gun sh ips up to four- decked for t resses car r y ing over 130 cannons.
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for  the k ing, one thi rd for  the Governor and 
one thi rd for  the of f ic ia ls that  had made 
the seizure.  And the spectac le of  Customs 
of f ic ia ls and Navy of f icers squabbl ing over 
the spoi ls of  a seizure did not contr ibute to 
foster ing the colonists’  t rust  towards the 
Br i t ish author i t ies.

Perhaps there was something e lse.  The 
per iod of  the Seven Years’  War wi tnessed 
an unprecedented expansion of  the t rade of 
the Cont inental  Colonies.   Amer ican ships 
replaced French ships in the s lave t rade 
and went ever ywhere, as far  as Russia, 
sel l ing even rum. In the meant ime, the 
Br i t ish occupat ion of  Cuba, Guadalupe and 
other sugar- is lands seemed to be def in i t ive 
and opened up to new, huge oppor tuni t ies 
to Amer icans. We already know that the 
rest i tut ion of  the sugar is lands to France 
in order to keep Canada was also a resul t 
of  the pressure of  the sugar Lobby in 
Par l iament .  I  cannot be ent i re ly sure,  but i t 
is  reasonable to th ink that  behind the new 
measures against  smuggl ing in Amer ica 
there was also the pressure of  that  same 
lobby and a general  wish of  Par l iament to 
keep the excessively dynamic Cont inental 
Colonies under contro l . 

Anyway, Amer icans fought back wi th 
complaints and pet i t ions.  They st ressed 
the economic damage done to the colonies 
by the new measures,  which would br ing 
about the ruin of  their  t rade and would 
harm the mother countr y too,  because the 
impover ished colonies would stop buying 
Br i t ish goods. Gradual ly they shi f ted the 
focus to the pol i t ical  level,  by quest ioning 
the r ight  of  Par l iament to impose taxat ion 
on the colonies. 

As wel l  as issuing pet i t ions,  the colonists 
star ted to pursue ver y concrete act ions,  f i rst 
of  a l l  a sor t  of  ver i table legal  guer i l la war fare. 
Since al l  the seizures due to smuggl ing had 
to be conf i rmed by a cour t ,  ever y seizure 
was fo l lowed by a long, exhaust ing legal 
war where the jur ies,  and of ten the judges 
too, took the s ide of  the defendants.  The 
hear ings were postponed al l  the t ime, and 
perhaps held when witnesses and accusers 
could not be present ,  thus undermining the 

prosecut ion.  Of ten, when the verdic t  came, 
Amer ican jur ies s imply refused to convic t 
the accused.  Qui te the opposi te,  in many 
cases the Navy and the Customs of f icers 
who had made the seizure were taken to 
cour t  for  the damage caused and somet imes 
even ja i led.  Meanwhi le newspapers and 
mobs int imidated the wi tnesses ( i f  there 
were any),  the informers and the of f ic ia ls 
themselves.

Moreover,  Amer ican merchants refused to 
car r y goods dest ined to the Royal  Navy 
and of fered help,  shel ter  and re lat ive ly 
high wages to the sai lors that  deser ted the 
Navy and discouraged navy enl istment .  As 
a resul t ,  many ships were unf i t  for  ser v ice. 
The Navy was somet imes obl iged to resor t 
to impressment,  but  that  angered the sai lors 
and the inhabi tants of  por t  towns, who of ten 
used the force to b lock the press gangs. 
Final ly,  but  one could go on indef in i te ly, 
when the Navy ships needed local  p i lots to 
enter a por t  or  to sai l  in dangerous waters, 
they of ten refused. 

Marco Pier in i
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and i ts ver y r ich her i tage. The dist i l ler y has 
some anc ient pot st i l ls ,  one that is possib ly the 
o ldest in the Car ibbean and has been dormant 
for  a lmost 100 years.  A lexandre Gabr ie l  is 
commit ted to br inging these st i l ls  back to 
l i fe,  and as he says ‘make them sing again.’ 
Addi t ional ly,  The West Indies Rum Dist i l ler y 
aging warehouse is uniquely located r ight  on 
the sea which impr ints the rum with a spec i f ic 
sty le not found anywhere e lse. 

Gabr ie l  says,  “ We contro l  the product ion of 
our Fer rand Cognac and Ci tadel le Gin because 
we own the fac i l i t ies in Cognac. We love 
chal lenging ourselves to make the best there 
is and i t  requires total  commitment .  We wanted 
the same hol ist ic involvement for  our Plantat ion 
rum so this investment is the natural  course of 
th ings for us.  We are both exc i ted and humbled 
by what l ies ahead. When signing the purchase 
of  th is histor ical  dist i l ler y,  my thoughts went to 
Laur ie Barnard and Thier r y Gardere,  two rum 
icons and f r iends that we have lost  a l l  too soon. 
They were great inspirat ions to me.”

TOBACCO BARN DISTILLERY

The Tobacco Barn Dist i l ler y is located in 
Southern Mary land, near the Chesapeake Bay. 
They grow al l  of  the corn used in their  Bourbon 
and Whisk ies r ight  there on their  farm. Grains 
they don’ t  grow themselves are sourced f rom 
other local  farmers and suppl iers.  The molasses 
they use in their  rums comes f rom Domino in 
nearby Bal t imore. They cur rent ly of fer  four to 
f ive rums. Tobacco Barn Rum is their  s ignature 
Rum.   I t ’s  t ypical ly bot t led at  or  near 80 proof 
to maintain i ts dr inkabi l i t y.  Go Navy Beat Army 
was a rum spec i f ical ly bot t led to pay homage 
to th is age -old r ivalr y.   They def in i te ly saw 
an increase in sales AFTER the 2016 footbal l 
game. Dancing Bee star ts wi th their  base Rum, 
and then they add just  a touch of  organic honey 
f rom Southern Mary land Beekeepers.   The 
resul t  is  a s l ight ly sweet spir i t  which retains 
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Rum in the ne ws

MAISON FERR AND BUYS WEST INDIES RUM 
DISTILLERY

Maison Fer rand, the award winning Cognac, 
Gin and Rum producer in the hear t  of  Cognac, 
France, has acquired the histor ic West Indies 
Rum Dist i l ler y in Barbados which has produced 
rum cont inual ly s ince the 19th centur y.  Maison 
Fer rand is the owner of  the Plantat ion rum 
brand wi th global  dist r ibut ion in 68 countr ies. 
The company produces Cognac and gin at  i ts 
fac i l i t y  in Cognac, France and the purchase 
of  West Indies Rum Dist i l ler y marks the f i rst 
dist i l ler y acquis i t ion outs ide of  France. The 
acquis i t ion s igni f ies Maison Fer rand’s long 
term commitment to the qual i t y product ion of 
Plantat ion rum.

Plantat ion Rum was f i rst  int roduced in 2003 
wi th the desire to br ing rum to the same qual i t y 
standards of  the best Cognacs. Since then 
Maison Fer rand has been select ing,  aging 
and blending rum f rom the best Car ibbean 
dist i l ler ies for  i ts award-winning Plantat ion 
Rum expressions. Barbados is the histor ical 
b i r thplace of  rum making and Barbadian rum 
has been the backbone of  Plantat ion v intage 
edi t ions as wel l  as i ts spec ial  b lends.

“ We are product ion guys and having our own 
dist i l ler y in the Car ibbean has been a dream for 
many years,”  says A lexandre Gabr ie l ,  propr ietor 
of  Maison Fer rand. “ I t  is  l ike get t ing marr ied,  we 
wanted to f ind a great match, one for l i fe and we 
have found i t  in West Indies Rum Dist i l ler y and 
the except ional  rum makers there.  The team 
there is as passionate as we are and we can’ t 
wai t  to star t  produc ing del ic ious rum together.”

Barbados holds so much rum-making histor y, 
as does West Indies Rum Dist i l ler y,  and Maison 
Fer rand is commit ted to work ing wi th th is anc ient 
dist i l ler y as one cohesive team to produce 
except ional  rum. Maison Fer rand plans to tap 
back to the ear ly roots of  th is histor ic dist i l ler y 

by Mike Kunetka
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i ts  Rum notes and easy dr inkabi l i t y.  Big Z 
Rum honors both Admiral  Zumwalt  and the 
Navy ’s newest Destroyer which is named af ter 
h im. I t  is  aged in used bourbon bar re ls for  up 
to one year.   Each bot t le is marked wi th the 
number of  the bar re l  f rom which i t  came.   Then 
there is U.S.S. Constel lat ion Rum.  Spec ial ly 
selected bar re ls of  their  rum are t ranspor ted 
to Bal t imore’s Inner Harbor.   There,  they are 
loaded aboard the U.S.S. Constel lat ion where 
they cont inue to age for up to an addi t ional  year 
in the bowels of  the ship.   Dur ing th is “voyage” 
the bar re ls are subjected to an aging process 
unl ike any other.   The gent le rock ing of  the ship 
coupled wi th the f luc tuat ions in temperature 
gives the Rum a deeper and r icher f lavor.   Each 
bot t le of  U.S.S. Constel lat ion Rum is marked 
wi th i ts unique Voyage number.  

HAVANA CLUB

Pernod Ricard has re leased Havana Club 
Tr ibuto 2017, the second instalment in a ser ies 
of  l imi ted edi t ion s ipping rums f rom the brand’s 
aged reser ves. Asbel  Morales,  Havana Club 
Maestro del  Ron Cuban, created the 2017 
edi t ion f rom a blend of  hand-selected base 
rums and a decades-old aguardiente.  This 
aguardiente,  or  spir i t  base, has been matured 
in bar re ls that  are more than 80 years o ld, 
and br ings a dist inc t ive dr y note to the rum. 
“The ex tensive reser ves at  the Havana Club 
dist i l ler y provided us wi th a weal th of  luxur ious 
aged rums to exper iment wi th,”  said Morales. 
“By blending a decades-old aguardiente 
and our prec ious rums, we have achieved a 
total ly new rum exper ience that is l ive ly and 
complex,  wi th a remarkable dr y taste impar ted 
by the or ig inal  Cuban sugar cane character 
of  the aguardiente.  Havana Club Tr ibuto 2017 
celebrates the craf tsmanship at  the hear t  of 
the product ion of  premium rum, f rom the cane 
to the cask, and we hope rum dr inkers around 
the wor ld wi l l  enjoy i t .”  Each of  the bot t les of 
Havana Club Tr ibuto is indiv idual ly numbered 
and features Morales’  s ignature.  Nick Blacknel l , 
Internat ional  Market ing Director at  Havana 
Club Internat ional,  adds: “ We are del ighted to 
have launched the latest  edi t ion in the Havana 
Club Tr ibuto Col lec t ion and we look for ward 
to bui ld ing on the success of  Tr ibuto 2016. 
With only 2,500 bot t les of  Havana Club Tr ibuto 
2017 being re leased wor ldwide, we expect the 
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is a land- locked rum enthusiast ,  he is based in Colorado, USA.

expression to be popular among global  rum and 
dark spir i ts connoisseurs who are look ing for 
the nex t authent ic Cuban rum to add to their 
reper to i re.”  Bot t led at  40% abv, Havana Club 
Tr ibuto 2017 is avai lable in Cuba, Germany, 
Austr ia,  Hungry,  Greece, China, Denmark, 
Por tugal,  Poland, Swit zer land, Uni ted K ingdom, 
Hong Kong, Czech Republ ic ,  I ta ly,  Mexico and 
Belgium.

MAR AMA SPICED RUM

Spanish expor ter Beveland Dist i l lers of fers 
several  l ines of  rums:  Ron Rel iquary,  Cayo 
Grande, Capatain Bucanero and Caracas Club. 
Their  latest  re lease is Marama Spiced Fi j ian 
Rum. They star t  wi th a l ight ,  co lumn dist i l led 
rum f rom Fi j i .  This is brought down to bar re l 
st rength wi th water or ig inat ing f rom volcanic 
substrates,  which has been pur i f ied in reverse 
osmosis system. Three and f ive year o ld rums 
are b lended wi th ex t racts f rom exot ic p lants 
and f rui ts nat ive to the is land to impar t  notes 
of  spice,  vani l la and c i t rus.  The nose is s l ight ly 
sweet wi th notes of  vani l la,  coconut and walnuts, 
wi th spicy c i t rus and ginger e lements on the 
palate.  The f in ish gives a feel ing of  warmth and 
zest in the throat .

ANGOSTUR A

The House of  Angostura is proud to announce 
i ts’  success at  one of  the most respected 
and high-prof i le t rade compet i t ions in the 
industr y,  The Spir i ts Business -  Rum Masters 
Compet i t ion 2017. I ts’  newest addi t ion to the 
fami ly of  premium rums Angostura® 1787, was 
awarded a Gold medal in the Dark Rum- Ult ra 
Premium category.  Angostura’s twelve year-
o ld rum (Angostura 1824®) and i ts Angostura 
1919®, both earned Gold medals in the Dark 
Rum- Aged 7-12 year and Gold rum- Super 
Premium categor ies respect ively.  Angostura® 7 
year-o ld premium rum and i ts 3 year o ld whi te 
rum, Reser va won si lver medals.

In February 2017, the Spir i ts Business – Rum 
Masters compet i t ion brought together,  leading 
and independent rum exper ts,  who gathered 
at  Rum and Sugar in London’s West India 
Quay, to recognize and honor the wor ld ’s 
f inest  brands, by engaging in a b l ind tast ing 
compet i t ion.  This year,  the compet i t ion was 
judged by a panel  chaired by Kr ist iane Sher r y 
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Rum in the ne ws (continued)
by Mike Kunetka

and jo ined by Timothy Falzon, head bar tender 
at  Mahik i;  Chr is Mathur in,  co - founder of  rum 
blog Rumming.co.uk;  and Keegan Menezesm 
Dr inkappar i t ion b logger.

DESTILERIA SERR ALLES

Dest i ler ía Ser ral lés has named Phi l ippe 
Brechot as i ts new president and CEO as 
Fél ix J.  Ser ral lés,  Jr.  ret i res af ter  36 years 
at  the helm.  Ser ral lés Jr.,  a f i f th -generat ion 
member of  the fami ly which owns Dest i ler ía 
Ser ral lés,  has led the dist i l ler  s ince 1981. 
Dur ing his tenure,  the company has bui l t 
i ts  expor t  markets and achieved “sustained 
growth” for  Don Q in the US. He wi l l  cont inue to 
ser ve has chairman of  the board of  di rectors. 
Phi l ippe Brechot br ings to the ro le 25 years 
of  internat ional  management,  dist r ibut ion and 
market ing exper ience, and has previously 
worked for Diageo, Moët Hennessy, and most 
recent ly was Managing Director at  Wi l l iam 
Grant & Sons for Lat in Amer ica.  “ We are 
for tunate to have found Phi l ippe, a proven 
execut ive wi th ample exper ience growing 
premium brands in g lobal  markets,”  said 
Ser ral lés Jr.  “He wi l l  be an asset to lead our 
team as we cont inue to expand our brand’s 
footpr int  throughout the global  spir i ts market . 
We have developed a sol id team in the USA 
and we wi l l  cont inue to focus on growing Don 
Q in th is impor tant market .   I  am conf ident 
that  Phi l ippe’s exper ience in developing 
premium brands wi l l  c reate a unique synergy 
that wi l l  st rengthen our ongoing ef for ts in the 
USA and beyond.”  Six th -generat ion fami ly 
member Rober to J.  Ser ral lés wi l l  cont inue 
in his cur rent ro le as president of  Ser ral lés 
USA, the company ’s US dist r ibut ion arm. 
Dest i ler ía Ser ral lés also conf i rmed i ts chief 
execut ive of f icer and execut ive v ice president 
of  Ser ral lés USA John Eason wi l l  cont inue in 
his ro le.

DRIFTER SPICED RUM

Austral ian sur fer and rum lover Luke Hor l in -
Smith has teamed up wi th Aaron Woods 
and Sam Altor fer of  Adelaide design studio 
Woodscannon to create Dr i f ter  Spiced Rum, 
a dr ink that ’s a l l  about r id ing the wave and 
enjoy ing the moment.

“Dr i f ter  star ted as an idea two years ago,”  says 
Luke, “but going back even fur ther,  I  grew up 
in hote ls – work ing in bars.  I  a lways drank rum 
and had a passion for i t .  Aaron and I  star ted 
ta lk ing about doing a spir i t .  I  said rum is what 
I ’m passionate about .  Bacardi  and al l  those o ld 
brands are great spir i ts,  great products,  but 
maybe their  branding is ver y o ld.  We thought 
there might be a gap there for  rum and fo l lowed 
our passion.”  Hor l in -Smith wanted to create 
a spiced spir i t  that  avoids the overpower ing 
vani l la that  is  common in other spiced rums. 
Dr i f ter  adds only a hint  of  c innamon, so i t ’s 
sharper and more spicy than most ,  making i t 
per fect  for  creat ing a dark-spiced Manhat tan, 
a dr y daiquir i  or  a cr isp moj i to.  “ We wanted 
something unique that was a l i t t le b i t  rawer 
but st i l l  had those rounded edges,”  says Luke.

“ We found a great dist i l ler  in nor thern 
Queensland, then added natural ly sourced 
ingredients and created the prof i le we agreed 
on.”  “ I t ’s  a modern rum,” says Sam, who 
designed the label  and has a background as a 
barman. The label ’s design is based on hand-
painted typography and each of  the l imi ted-
run 1,000 bot t les was wax sealed by hand by 
the three -man team. You see a lot  of  bot t les 
that  have ‘handcraf ted’  wr i t ten on them,” says 
Aaron, “but th is one real ly is hand craf ted f rom 
bar re l  to bot t le.”  The Dr i f ter  team is cur rent ly 
work ing toward opening i ts own dist i l ler y,  to 
be based on the Fleur ieu Peninsula.
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DICTATOR RUMS

Dictador wants to increase i ts g lobal  awareness 
and has redesigned the packaging for i ts XO 
Insolent and Perpetual  b lends. The Colombian 
rum producer sees the new look as more 
modern, yet  maintains the or ig inal  Japanese 
design and bot t le shape. “The bold design 
makes a st rong statement and wi l l  appeal  to 
both new and exist ing c l iente le,”  said Marek 
Szoldrowski,  president of  Dic tador Europe. 
The move fo l lows an announcement ear l ier  last 
month that Dic tador is enter ing an exc lusive 
dist r ibut ion agreement wi th Leung Yick in Hong 
Kong. The brand is now avai lable in 80 markets, 
the f i rm said.  Dic tador XO Insolent is made 
f rom f i rst-press sugar cane juice,  dist i l led in pot 
st i l ls  and aged in a combinat ion of  ex-Bourbon 
bar re ls,  ex-Sher r y but ts and char red Por t  casks.  
Dic tador XO Perpetual,  meanwhi le is made f rom 
the fermentat ion of  v i rg in sugar cane honey, 
dist i l led in an alembic st i l l  and aged in ex-
Bourbon bar re ls,  as wel l  as ex-Sher r y but ts and 
Por t  casks.  Dic tador,  which also produces c igars, 
cof fee and chocolate,  is  based in Car tagena.

HYE RUM

Benjamin Calais,  has been the successful  owner 
and winemaker at  the Calais Winery in Hye, 
Texas. Now he has par tnered up wi th f r iends 
James Davidson and Stephanie Houston to open 
Hye Rum, not far  f rom the winer y in the Texas Hi l l 
Countr y.   “ I  just  don’ t  feel  l ike rum has the place 
i t  deser ves in the U.S.,”  Calais said.  “ I t ’s  used as 
a mixer,  so i t ’s  of ten as neutral  as possib le,  and 
I  just  don’ t  th ink that ’s par t  of  the rum t radi t ion. 
Bigger,  fu l ler  spir i ts,  l ike a Jamaican-sty le rum 
but not as rough around the edges, that ’s what 
we’re going for.”  They hope to have the dist i l ler y 
open later th is month and wi l l  of fer  t radi t ional 
Car ibbean-sty le and New Or leans-sty le dr inks, 
l ike Mai Tais and Hur r icanes. “ We wi l l  have 
every thing f rom sweet desser t-sty le cock tai ls 
l ike the Paink i l ler  to more bone-dr y opt ions, 
l ike the Bar re l -Aged Old Fashioned and Navy 
Grog,”  Calais said.  “ We wi l l  have a daiquir i ,  our 
vers ion of  the Cuba Libre,  a Dark and Stormy, 
a moj i to,  a p iña colada… I feel  l ike those are 
the fundamental  rum cock tai ls.  We’re going to 
run an o ld - fashioned pot st i l l ,  ferment ing f rom 
scratch,  and dist i l l ing twice,”  he said.  “ We’re not 
tak ing any shor tcuts on the product ion s ide to 
get a bigger,  heavier,  deeper f lavor.  We’re using 
al l  the fermentat ion t r icks that  I ’ve learned in the 
wine business to create a fu l ler  product ;  I  just 
have to remember we’re work ing wi th molasses 
instead of  grapes.”  He expects to have to educate 

v is i tors to the tast ing room once i t  of f ic ia l ly 
opens, but having run Calais Winery for  near ly 
10 years in a state st i l l  being int roduced to i ts 
own wine, he is wel l -versed in what i t  takes to 
get people used to and preferent ia l  toward his 
beverages.

MONTANYA RUM

Karen Hoskin,  president and co - founder of 
Montanya Dist i l lers,  wi l l  del iver the keynote 
address at  th is year ’s Amer ican Dist i l l ing 
Inst i tute (ADI) Craf t  Spir i ts Conference. This 
marks the f i rst  t ime a woman has been named 
the keynote s ince the conference’s incept ion 
in 2003. “ADI has been a consistent source 
of  suppor t  and educat ion s ince I  founded 
Montanya near ly a decade ago. I t  is  an honor 
to provide the address,  espec ial ly amid the 
pivotal  growth the industr y is exper ienc ing” 
says Hoskin.  One of  the few women shaking 
up an industr y t radi t ional ly dominated by men, 
Hoskin is a passionate advocate for  the craf t 
spir i ts space. In addi t ion to underscor ing the 
impor tance of  col laborat ion among conference 
at tendees, she plans to focus her speech on 
the v is ion of  a bold and uni f ied future for  craf t 
d ist i l ler ies.

“ I t  is  imperat ive that  we ral ly together to move 
our industr y for ward wi thout losing s ight of  the 
bigger p ic ture around us,”  said Hoskin.  “ I  care 
about divers i t y and inc lusion in the workplace, 
sustainabi l i t y  and the long- term environmental 
impact of  our industr y,  and explor ing big, 
paradigm-shi f t ing ideas to keep l i t t le companies 
compet i t ive.”

Montanya has seen sol id double -digi t  growth 
for  the ninth year running. The company ’s 
gross prof i ts were up 23 percent in 2016. 
Montanya grew their  inventor y of  stored bar re ls 
of  rum by 40%, which wi l l  help the dist i l ler y 
grow into the future.  Hoskin,  a long wi th her 
husband Br ice,  founded Montanya Dist i l lers 
in 2008 in the Colorado Rocky Mountains. 
She maintains an act ive ro le in the day- to -
day product ion,  dist i l lat ion and bot t l ing,  as 
wel l  as oversees sales,  market ing,  brand and 
product development.  Today, Montanya is 
dist r ibuted in 40+ states and seven countr ies 
and has been recognized both nat ional ly and 
internat ional ly for  super ior  qual i t y and i ts 
green business pract ices.  The 2017 ADI Craf t 
Spir i ts Conference and Expo runs Apr i l  3rd – 
6th,  2017, in Bal t imore, MD. Hoskin’s keynote 
wi l l  be l ive st reamed through Facebook.
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W hen it  comes to safety,  large dist i l ler ies have the resources needed to 
study and comply with work safety and food safety regulat ions.   Large 
dist i l ler ies also operate under the scrut iny of  environmental,  health and 

tax agencies,  so they are bet ter prepared to survive audits and to del iver dist i l lates 
that  are not toxic to their  consumers.

Small,  or  craf t  dist i l lers,  on the other hand, are usual ly under-staf fed,  under- f inanced 
and of ten unaware of  regulat ions designed to keep them and their  consumers 
safe.   This sect ion,  named “Eye on Craf t ”  is  aimed at  this group, but also at  their 
consumers.   Educat ing both segments of  the chain wi l l  hopeful ly result  in increased 
awareness and ul t imately in increased compliance.

Chapter I I:  Methanol (CH3OH)
Methanol,  the simplest  and l ightest  form of alcohol,  is  of ten refer red to as “wood 
alcohol ”  because many years ago i t  was produced mainly f rom wood cel lulose.  
Unl ike i ts nex t of  k in,  ethanol,  which is at  the core of  al l  dist i l led spir i ts we enjoy 
today, methanol  is  highly toxic and deemed unsafe for  human consumpt ion.

Each countr y around the wor ld has i ts own standard for how much methanol  is  safe 
in a beverage.  In the USA, the FDA has establ ished a safe level  of  methanol  to be 
0.35% v/v in f rui t  brandy (FDA Administrat ive Guides 7401.01 and 1701.01) and the 
TTB has adopted and ex tended this same threshold for  ALL dist i l led spir i ts.

Why is methanol  so toxic?  Once inside the body, the methanol  is  conver ted into 
formaldehyde and then into formic ac id,  both of  which are very toxic and, i f  present 
in large concentrat ions,  can lead to bl indness, coma or even death.

What should dist i l lers do to keep their  consumers safe?  They should accurately 
per form their  head cuts and they should also send their  products to approved 
laborator ies for  test ing.

Let ’s keep everyone safe!
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M y name is Phi l ip I l i  Barake, 
Sommel ier  by t rade.  As a 

resul t  of  work ing wi th se lec ted 
restaurants and wine producers 
in Chi le,  I  s tar ted developing 
a passion for d ist i l led spi r i ts 
and c igars.   As par t  of  my 
most recent job,  I  had the 
oppor tuni t y to v is i t  many 
Centra l  Amer ican countr ies, 
as wel l  as,  rum dist i l ler ies and 
tobacco growers.

But my passion for sp i r i ts and 
c igars did not end there;  in 2010 
I  had the honor of  represent ing 
Chi le at  the Internat ional  Cigar 
Sommel ier  Compet i t ion,  where 
I  won f i rst  p lace, becoming the 
f i rst  South Amer ican to ever 
achieve that feat .

Now I  face the chal lenge of 
impressing the readers of  “Got 
Rum?” wi th what is perhaps the 
toughest task for  a Sommel ier : 
d iscussing pai r ings whi le being 
wel l  aware that there are as 
many indiv idual  preferences as 
there are rums and c igars in 
the wor ld.

I  be l ieve a pai r ing is an 
exper ience that should not be 
l imi ted to only two products; 
i t  is  something that can be 
incorporated into our l ives.  
I  hope to help our readers 
discover and apprec iate the 
p leasure of  t r y ing new th ings 
(or exper ienc ing known th ings 
in new ways).

CIGAR & RUM PAIR I NG
by Phi l ip I l i  Barake
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The Fif t ieth

I  have of f ic ia l ly  orchestrated over f i f t y  c igar and rum 
pair ings for  th is g lor ious publ icat ion,  which has been 
del iver ing impor tant rum news and informat ion for 
many years now.  I  had to mark th is mi lestone wi th an 
equal ly impressive c igar and, af ter  much del iberat ion, 
I  se lected the Magnum 50 f rom H. Upmann.

As you can imagine af ter  50 c igar and rum pair ings,  i t 
is  hard not to repeat some themes, but i f  I  do repeat 
them i t  is  not  due to a lack of  imaginat ion,  but rather 
because I  want to re - l ive t reasured moments once 
again.   This pair ing,  for  example,  is  a great oppor tuni t y 
for  me to share wi th you a c igar that  is  dear to me.
The Magnum 50 f rom H. Upmann (50 r ing x 161mm) 
comes f rom a l imi ted edi t ion f rom 2005.  Three years 
af ter  i ts product ion i t  became a par t  of  the c lassic 
H. Upmann l ineup of  c igars.   What makes this c igar 
even more spec ial  is  that  I  have aged i t  an addi t ional 
three years in my humidor,  maintaining i t  in excel lent 
shape (I  take care of  my c igars wi th the same love I 
take care of  my pet!).   This c igar has a medium body, 
the f i rst  few puf fs of fer  spicy notes of  c innamon and 
c love, but in a ver y subt le way.  We need to keep this 
in mind whi le look ing for a good rum to pair  i t  wi th.  
This turned out to be a ver y easy task.

I  d idn’ t  want a s ipping rum, instead I  wanted a rum for 
a cock tai l ,  something I ’ve been doing for the past few 
years.   I  found i t  ver y hard not to th ink about the great 
pair ings I ’ve made with a Rum Manhat tan, because 
i t  works per fect ly wi th the body of  a rum, providing 
a canvas for the Vermouth Rosso to add r ipe f rui t 
notes.   This is espec ial ly t rue i f  the Vermouth is a 
home-made macerat ion made with cher r ies and their 
l iqueur,  which makes i t  even f resher and which makes 
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the addi t ion of  a cher r y garnish total ly unnecessary.

The rum I  selected for the cock tai l  was Don Pancho 8 year o ld,  because I  l ike the rums 
made by Don Pancho and because the rum is ver y versat i le.   I  th ink th is rum is among my 
top 5 rums for th is t ype of  cock tai l .

Here are the propor t ions for  the Rum Manhat tan:

2 oz Don Pancho 8
1 oz Vermouth Rosso wi th Cher r y

Making a Manhat tan is ver y s imple and st raight for ward, as long as you fo l low a few basic 
recommendat ions,  such as chi l l ing the glass f i rst  and using a j igger or measur ing device in 
order to accurate ly fo l low the rec ipe.

I t  is  autumn over here and you can te l l  by the weather.   A good Rum Manhat tan can real ly 
make your day and i f  you add a c igar pair ing I  am sure i t  wi l l  be a pair ing wor th doing even 
in the rain!

Once you l ight  up the Magnum 50 c igar you wi l l  not ice the excel lent  draw you get f rom 
i t ,  thanks to i ts r ing s ize and length,  immor tal ized by the beloved Robusto.   The f i rst  two 
thi rds also feature a range of  aromas and f lavors.   At  the ver y beginning of  the pair ing,  the 
cock tai l  wi l l  dominate,  showcasing the spicy notes but wi thout leaving our palate dr y,  s ince 
the sweet cher r y f lavors f rom the Vermouth balance out the f lavor.

Even though in many cases we exper ience an increase in intensi t y and f lavors when we 
move f rom the f i rst  th i rd to the second thi rd of  the c igar,  th is was not the case wi th the 
Magnum 50.  Instead, I  even feel  that  the c igar became more mel low and rounded.  You can 
easi ly enjoy two cock tai ls whi le you smoke this c igar,  which is exact ly what I  d id,  because 
i t  was ver y good and because of  how i t  a l lowed me to enjoy the cool  evening.

Now that Cuban c igars are becoming avai lable in the USA, I  expect many of  our readers 
there can f ind th is exact c igar so they can repl icate the pair ing.

Phi l ip I l i  Barake
#GR CigarPair ing
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